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FOREWORD 
The general practitioner at the bar who handles every type of legal 
matter has become fully as rare as the doctor who handles every type 
of medical case. I dare say that among the professors of law there 
are few, if any, who deem themselves qualified to teach every subject 
in the law school curriculum. Members of athletic teams who are 
well qualified to play every position are found in these days rarely, 
if ever. Some forty-five years ago there was a well-named song, "You 
Can't Play Every Instrument in the Band." 
On the bench of a state appellate court, however, there is no 
possibility of such specialization. Every member of such a court must 
be a general practitioner, and the equivalent of a player in every 
position on the athletic team or of every instrument in the band. 
Without regard to previous experience each judge must participate 
in every case in which he sits, and, if it becomes his duty, write the 
opinion of the court. The judicial function is not so simple that 
versatility is acquired, quickly or at all, simply by donning a judge'S 
robe. The time for decision, of course, is far from unlimited. In 
consequence, the judges of an appellate court, who cannot always rely 
exclusively on what they know or can find in the reported cases, in 
considering legal principles raised in the briefs and the oral argu-
ments, often seek assistance in the learned treatises and in the law 
reviews. Among the most helpful of these are the surveys of the recent 
law, such as the ANNUAL SURVEY OF MASSACHUSETIS LAW, with dis-
cussions divided into the specialties of the authors, some of whom 
are teachers and some lawyers. That a preference for dissenting opin-
ions or, where an old decision seems out of line with current thought, 
an abhorrence of the principle of stare decisis may there be found 
need disturb no one. Without any pending case in mind, the oppor-
tunity for perusing a periodic survey of the law of his own jurisdic-
tiQn affords an instructive occasion to both the judge and the prac-
titioner, for reflection upon where the law has been and where, in 
the minds of some writers, the law might be thought to be going. This, 
I believe, is the same thing as "the maintenance of a balance between 
healthy growth and necessary stability" referred to in the first sen-
tence of the Preface of the first volume of the ANNUAL SURVEY OF 
MASSACHUSETIS LAW. This function the present volume fulfills. 
The 1957 ANNUAL SURVEY OF MASSACHUSETIS LAW not only includes 
the conventional discussions of the various subjects of the law, but 
there is a long and timely analysis of the Uniform Commercial Code. 
That is, it will be timely provided the Code is allowed to become 
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effective, according to the terms of the statute enacted last year, on 
October 1, 1958. 
The last number of Shepard's Massachusetts Citations carries the 
announcement that its citing scope has been enlarged to include 
certain law reviews. I would commend to Shepard's Citations the 
additional inclusion of the ANNUAL SURVEY OF MASSACHUSETIS LAW. 
Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts 
February 10, 1958 
RAYMOND S. WILKINS 
Chief Justice 
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